Sutton Neighbourhood Plan

Vision and Objectives Report

January 2016

Would you like to make any comments on this report?

If you are a resident of Sutton and would like to make any comments on this
report you should use the associated document ‘Consultation No 2
Development of Sutton Neighbourhood Plan available on the Parish Council
website www.sutton-pc.co.uk or at the Parish Council office, and send it back
to Rosie Hughes, Parish Clerk, The Glebe, 4 High Street, Sutton or by emailing
it to: mail@suttonpc.org.uk



http://www.sutton-pc.co.uk/

1.0

11

1.2

1.3

Overview

The original report was prepared as an output of Maroon Planning Ltd’s support
towards the initial rounds of consultation on the Sutton Neighbourhood Plan and the
agreed instruction to support Sutton Parish Council in identifying a draft vision and
objectives upon which to base the Plan moving forward.

This report builds upon the work undertaken by Maroon Planning Ltd to date, which
includes the following:

e Attendance and delivery of a training workshop for the topic leads in advance
of the Plan Launch Event;

e Preparation of a methodology and template materials to support the Plan
Launch Event and ensure consistency in reporting amongst the topic leads;

e Attendance at the Plan Launch Event on Saturday 3 October 2015 and stand
in topic lead for Housing and Built Environment;

e Coordination of topic lead write-ups following event and preparation of
write-up of feedback gained around Housing and Built Environment.

The outputs of the process set out above will form the core of Maroon Planning
considerations when reaching conclusions as part of this report in relation to the
possible direction of the Plan. What follows is a topic-by-topic assessment of the
public’s comments and an analysis of the issues that may exist and any objectives
that should emerge to ensure that measures to overcome these issues are enshrined
in the stated aims of the Plan. The initial report has then been reviewed by Topic
leaders and their amendments to each topic incorporated to form this updated
report.



2.0

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

Assessment of topics

This section brings the Steering Group up-to-date in terms of the possible issues that
exist in the Parish under each topic heading. This will be done through a review of
the comments gained from residents, the initial analysis of the topic leads and a brief
assessment of the relevant East Cambridgeshire local plan policies and paragraphs of
the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) dealing with each topic.

The summary review of the key comments received during the course of the
consultation should be read alongside the more detailed reporting from the topic
leads rather than as a substitute (see Appendix 1). The review in this report does,
however, seek to help add clarity to what the responses may mean when setting the
scope of the neighbourhood plan. The summary is broken down into points that can
directly translate into development plan policies and all other points that should not
be ignored and instead should be tackled by way of community initiatives. There will,
inevitably, be overlap between the two as the Plan progresses.

Please note that the assessment of national and local policy is not intended to clearly
describe the framework in place against which the neighbourhood plan should be
developed. Instead, it is intended to allow the Steering Group to undertaken their
own assessment of the relevant local and national policies and align their plan
accordingly. The policies identified are intended to be the policies that currently exist
that either cover or set the framework for policies that tackle the type of issues
raised during the consultation session. A review should be undertaken to ensure that
any intended policies for inclusion in the Plan complement and otherwise do not
conflict with or directly duplicate the existing policies of the local plan or the
Framework.

This review will then culminate in the identification of some clear suggested
objectives under each topic heading that will help lead the development of the Plan.



2.5

Topic by topic review

Biodiversity: What this topic involves for us in Sutton — Biodiversity and
Natural Environment is all around us and should be taken account of at
all levels of planning for our Parish. It is important to protect biodiversity
in its own right. It is an important asset for the local community and is a
key element of local well-being. We should also be planning to enhance
and extend biodiversity.

Key issues identified

The following list represents the key biodiversity issues that were identified during
the course of the Launch Event on the 3" October 2015.

Please note that some of the issues set out below may conflict as they are based on
the correlation of views received from individual residents. Also please note there
may be duplication of issues raised between different topic areas:

Issues that may adequately be covered by neighbourhood planning policy

e Protection of the Ouse Washes SPA, SSSI and NNR and recognition of its
national importance;

e Protection of other local level habitats and green spaces capable of
supporting wildlife;

e Recognition of the potential for the creation of additional areas for the
enjoyment of leisure and wildlife within the Parish, in particular on the Old
Rec;

¢ Encouragement of sustainable building practices in new developments;

e Recognition of the value of mature trees and planting around the village;

e Ensure that, if the village grows, it does not grow onto meadowland which
enhances the character ,heritage and setting of the village;

e Ensure inclusion of areas for protecting and enhancing biodiversity, landscape
enhancement and wildlife in the proposed “indicative planning framework” for
development of land to the north of the village ;

e Encouragement of access to the countryside through enhanced walking and
cycling links into and out of the village.

Issues that should be followed up by the Parish Council as community actions

e Encouragement of the production and use of local food and produce;
e Encouragement of awareness and appreciation of local wildlife, both flora
and fauna;



e Ensure people make the most of their gardens as either a potential habitat or
an opportunity to produce sustainable foodstuffs;

e Encouragement of bat boxes, bird houses and other appropriate contributors
to the local habitats provided by the village;

e Encouragement of local monitoring of the impacts of rural industry on local
ecology and habitats, including the use of pesticides and the operation of the
straw burning plant;

e Development of a network of local ecologists that can help record and nurture
the wide variety of wildlife that lives in the Parish;

e Seek an extension of the Sutton Conservation Area, to protect historic
meadowland

e Encouragement of planting of more wildflower species throughout the village,
including on verges and in gardens;

e Support for the work of the Sutton Conservation Society;

e Encouragement of the planting of trees and new hedgerows on farmland
surrounding the village; and

e Educate and build an appreciation within the school children and adults living
in the village in relation to local wildlife and its value.

e Encouragement of local composting in both private gardens and investigation
of a community facility

e  Work with the OWLPS project to provide interpretation board(s) and leaflets.

Relevant paragraphs / sections of the NPPF

e Paras 76-78;
e Paras 95, 96;
e Section 11: Conserving the natural environment.

Relevant policies of the East Cambridgeshire Local Plan;

e Policy ENV4: Energy and water efficiency and renewable energy in
construction;

e Policy ENV5: Carbon Offsetting;

e Policy ENV6: Renewable energy;

e Policy ENV7: Biodiversity and geology.



Housing and Built Environment: What this topic involves for us in Sutton
- This topic area covers a broad base of new housing in the village and
the design and materials that may be used when delivering new
development of all kinds. Your views are sought on the potential
location, scale, mix and general appearance of new development in
Sutton, along with the precise types of home or new building that may be
required in both the village and wider Parish.

Key issues identified

The following list represents the key housing and design issues that were identified
during the course of the Launch Event on the 3" October 2015.

Please note that some of the issues set out below may conflict as they are based on
the correlation of views received from individual residents. Also please note there
may be duplication of issues raised between different topic areas:

Issues that may adequately be covered by neighbourhood planning policy

e Respecting and preserving the character of the village through the promotion
of high quality design;

e Protecting and enhancing the conservation area and its setting which
supports the character and heritage of the village;

¢ Maintaining a mix of house sizes, types and tenure within the village;

e Protection of the historic built environment, such as the conservation area
and listed buildings;

e Protection of the existing green spaces within the village;

e Engagement in the shaping of the indicative planning framework for the land
North of The Brook as indicated in the local plan,

e Consideration of the proximity of new housing to services and facilities and
the ability for infrastructure, local services and green space and sport and
recreation facilities provision, to be sustainably developed to match housing
growth;

e Ensure safe and well planned access routes by vehicle and on foot or cycle
are provided from new housing developments and their community facilities
to the rest of the village and out into the surrounding rural area.

e Consideration of location for new burial ground for the parish

e Ensure that the village does not lose its character due to inappropriately
dense development;

e Consideration of a need for more smaller houses for first time buyers and
those seeking to downsize; consideration of the potential addition of
planned housing land allocation in this respect;



e Provision of an adequate supply of affordable and social properties in the
village;

e Provision of housing to meet all sectors of the community including older
people and people with limited mobility;

e Avoidance of piecemeal infilling and the provision of a proper vision in terms
of how housing will be delivered in a well-planned fashion add;

e Ensure that adequate parking is provided to keep the streets uncluttered and
accessible.

No issues that should be followed up by the Parish Council as community actions
Relevant paragraphs / sections of the NPPF

e Section 6: Delivering a wide choice of high quality homes;
e Section 7: Requiring good design;
e Section 12: Conserving and enhancing the historic environment.

Relevant policies of the East Cambridgeshire Local Plan;

o Policy GROWTH1: Levels of housing, employment and retail growth;
e Policy GROWTH?2: Locational strategy;

e Policy GROWTHA4: Delivery of growth;

e Policy GROWTHG6: Community-led development;

e Policy HOU1: Housing mix;

e Policy HOU2: Housing density;

e Policy HOU3: Affordable housing provision;

e Policy HOU4: Affordable housing exception sites;

e Policy HOU5: Dwellings for rural workers;

e Policy HOUG6: Residential care accommodation;

e Policy HOUS: Extension and replacement of dwellings in the countryside;
e Policy ENV1: Landscape and settlement character;

e Policy ENV2: Design;

e Policy ENV3: Shop fronts and advertisements;

e Policy ENV11: Conservation areas;

e Policy ENV12: Listed buildings;

e Policy ENV13: Local register of buildings and structures;

e Policy ENV16: Enabling development associated with heritage assets;
e Policy SUT1: Housing allocation, land north of The Brook.



Local services and amenities

Obijective 3: Existing shops, services and community infrastructure should be protected and
supported by the policies of the Plan and development of further facilities encouraged to
ensure that Sutton remains a thriving and fully inclusive rural community.

NB.The GP surgery, pharmacy, post office, delicatessen and café, hairdressers and barbers, and farm
shop are all commercial enterprises, though many residents view them as services.
Local services and amenities: What this topic involves for us in Sutton - The East Cambridgeshire

Local Plan places a high reliance on the retention and provision of local services. But can we as a
community do more to identify those shops, community facilities or spaces that we either have and
regard as important or don 't have but need? And are there ways we can investigate delivering them
alongside other forms of development in the village? What facilities are important to residents and
what are we sorely lacking? We must not forget the capacity of the village school and pre-school to
expand to meet demographic needs and pressures from the additional housing allocation?

Key issues identified

2.7

The following list represents the local services and amenities issues that were identified
during the course of the Launch Event on 3 October 2015. Please note that some of the issues
set out below may conflict as they are based on the correlation of views received from
individual residents.

Please note: some of these issues may be replicated under the business, retail and
employment and sport, recreation and leisure sections. Following discussion these
duplications have been minimised by moving issues from this Topic area to other topic areas

Issues that may adequately be covered by neighbourhood planning policy

e Retention of the existing range of shops, services and facilities in the village, along
with the encouragement of new businesses and new community enterprises that
broaden the village’s offer;

Protection of community services, facilities and amenities;

e Protection of usable open space against development;

Support for the retention and possible upgrade of the doctor’s surgery and pharmacy
in the village, and for the provision of library services;

o Identify requirements for pre-school and village primary school capacity as the
demography changes with birth rate and with additional residents in new housing

e Support for transport initiatives to get secondary age school children to college in
light of demographic changes

e Recognition of the value of, and protection of, the formal and informal open spaces of
the village that add to amenity value;

e Recognition of the value of, and protection of, the place of our Parish Church and
church personnel to the life of the village and,;

e Provision of additional open space, including recreation land, other types of amenity
space including allotments and additional burial land.

Issues that should be followed up by the Parish Council as community actions

e Investment in existing open spaces and play areas;
o Provision of a better public transport service through liaison with transport
operating companies and the county and district councils;




Encouragement of the use of local retail, facilities and services;

Local initiatives to identify ways to ensure that existing and future businesses and
community enterprises and facilities cater for all customers;

The varied use of, and access by a wide range of members of the local community to,
existing meeting rooms, open spaces and facilities;

Maintenance of the public realm, including grass cutting, action on dog fouling, and
outdoor facilities;

Community enterprises such as a community shop

Relevant paragraphs / sections of the NPPF

Section 3 / paragraph 28: Supporting a prosperous rural economy;
Section 8 / paragraphs 69-75: Promoting healthy communities.

Relevant policies of the East Cambridgeshire Local Plan;

Policy GROWTH®6: Community-led development;
Policy COM3: Retaining community facilities;
Policy COM4: New community facilities.



2.8

Business, retail and employment: What this topic involves for us in Sutton
- Sutton is home to a high number of employers and business types,
ranging from self-employed individuals working from their own homes
through to the larger businesses based at the Elean Business Park.
Nationally there is an expectation that our rural areas will contribute
towards a greater slice of the economy, through rural enterprise and
innovation and through policies and strategies enabling our rural-based
businesses to flourish. Are there any key issues in the Parish that present
a restraint on business growth? Conversely, are there any business types
that aren’t suitable for a village or parish such as Sutton? What is needed
to ensure the Parish remains prosperous?

Key issues identified

The following list represents the key business, retail and employment issues that
were identified during the course of the Launch Event on the 3™ October 2015.
Please note that some of the issues set out below may conflict as they are based on
the correlation of views received from individual residents:

Please note: some of these issues may be replicated under the sport, recreation and
leisure and local services and amenities section.

Issues that may adequately be covered by neighbourhood planning policy

e Retention of the existing range of shops, services and facilities in the village,
along with the encouragement of new businesses that broaden the village’s
offer;

e Encouragement of a greater range of shops and businesses;

e Protection of community services, facilities and amenities;

e The value and encouragement of, as well as support provided to, small
businesses in the Parish;

e Encouragement of the reuse of vacant units of the Elean Business Park;

e Provision of small business units to encourage workers based at home to
grow their enterprise;

e Ease of access to local shops and businesses by a means of transport;

¢ Increasing the ability for people to both live and work in Sutton; and

e Facilitate greater access of future local businesses to high speed connections
such as superfast broadband.
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Issues that should be followed up by the Parish Council as community actions

* Promotion of, and the encouragement of, local use of local small businesses
based in Sutton;

e Greater engagement with local small and medium sized businesses to
identify their needs and provide details of where advice and business support
is available through developing a relationship with Enterprise East
Cambridgeshire (the Local Authority's economic development unit.)

* Promotion of The facility for local networking between small and medium
sized business owners and entrepreneurs;

e The provision of superfast broadband throughout the village;
* Encouragement of local businesses to link up with surrounding colleges and

places of training. Identify and promote Work Placement and Apprenticeship
schemes ; and

e The creation of a village directory of small businesses.

e Encourage protection of the village pubs, together with recognising the
active role that Sutton British Legion and Sutton Conservative Club play in
the Sutton Community ;( NB Transferred from Local Services)

Relevant paragraphs / sections of the NPPF

e Section 2: Ensuring the vitality of town centres;
e Section 3/ paragraph 28: Supporting a prosperous rural economy.

Relevant policies of the East Cambridgeshire Local Plan;

e Policy GROWTHG6: Community-led development;

e Policy EMP1: Retention of existing employment sites and allocations;

e Policy EMP2: Extensions to existing businesses in the countryside;

e Policy EMP3: New employment development in the countryside;

e Policy EMPA4: Re-use and replacement of existing buildings in the countryside;
e Policy COM1: Location of retail and town centre uses;

e Policy COM6: Telecommunications.
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Traffic and Transport: what this topic involves for us in Sutton — This topic
deals with all issues concerned with traffic and transport. Traffic may include
issues related to speeding traffic, traffic congestion, traffic management,
parking or lorries in Sutton. Transport issues could include provisions for
pedestrians, cyclist or bus services in Sutton.

Key issues identified

2.9 The following list represents the key traffic and transport issues that were identified
during the course of the Launch Event on the 3" October 2015.

Issues that may adequately be covered by Neighbourhood Planning policy

e The retention and enhancement of local footpaths and cycle ways, including the
provision of new routes;

e Linking new development to existing shops, services and amenities;

e Provision of adequate off-street parking to serve new development; and

e Adequate pick up and drop off points at new traffic generating uses.

e Ensuring safe and well planned access routes by vehicle and on foot or cycle are
provided from the new housing development and its community facilities to the rest
of the village and out into the surrounding rural area.

Issues that to be followed up by the Parish Council as community actions

e Provision of a better public transport service through liaison with transport operating
companies and the county and district councils:

e Traffic management measures, including traffic calming, safer pedestrian crossing
facilities and junction improvements;
- Already being progressed by the Parish Council’s Traffic Management &
Environmental Enhancement Working Party

e Routing of and restrictions to the movements of HCV's
- Already being progressed by the Parish Council’s TMEE Working Party as well as
through the Joint Parishes HCV group

e Local police enforcements on the roads;

e Street lighting and highways maintenance;
- Primarily through lobbying the County Council

e Longer distance footpaths and cycle ways linking the village to towns such as Ely and
Chatteris;
- Together with other Parish Councils and the County Council

Issues that the Parish Council is unlikely to be able to progress

¢ Implementation of major new road schemes, such as a bypass for Sutton
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e Significant additional parking in private residential areas

Relevant paragraphs / sections of the NPPF

e Section 4:Promoting sustainable transport;

e Paragraph 58;

e Paragraph 69.

Relevant policies of the East Cambridgeshire Local Plan;

e Policy COM7: Transport impact;

e Policy COMS: Parking provision.

Sport, Recreation and Leisure: What this topic involves for us in Sutton - How

do you use your free time? There are ways to keep activities within the village

by establishing facilities which suit the needs of different groups and ages,

clubs and activities. When developing facilities for programmes and services,

whether for sport and recreational use or for leisure time and activities, one

approach would be to share facilities to meet the varying needs of members of

Sutton. This group is enabling the village to promote individual well-being and

to have a positive impact on the overall health of future generations.

Key issues identified

2.10 The following list represents the key sport and recreation issues that were identified

during the course of the Launch Event on the 3™ October 2015.

Please note that some of the issues set out below may conflict as they are based on

the correlation of views received from individual residents. Also please note there

may be duplication of issues raised between different topic areas:

Issues that may adequately be covered by neighbourhood planning policy

Provision of additional open space and built facilities to accommodate
expansion of both existing and potential local sports clubs for both adults and
the youth of the village ;

Consideration of providing a larger all-weather sports pitch facility with
potential for shared use with local school

Engagement in the shaping of the indicative planning framework for
provision and significant extension of sport and recreation fields and built
facilities on land to North of The Brook ( and as indicated in the Local Plan as
suitable for this purpose )

Protection and retention of existing open space and sports pitches;
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e Provision of additional children’s play facilities and play equipment as a part of
new developments;

e The potential relocation of the Scout Hut and associated facilities;

e Provision of a skate park at an accessible location within the village; and

e Encouragement of use of the countryside as a source of recreation through
enhanced walking and cycling links into and out of the village.

Issues that should be followed up by the Parish Council as community actions

e Encouragement of provision of and participation in mix gender and ability
sports clubs;

e Review of the cost to rent local sports facilities for use;

e Maintenance of local facilities (vandalism, dog fouling, litter, renewal of old
pieces of equipment);

e Consideration of provision of a designated area for dog walkers clearly
separated from sports field areas;

e Provision of annual report on the availability and activities of the wide range
of clubs, societies and community groups that are available for all age groups
in the village;

e Consideration of whether the umbrella grouping of U3A should be
encouraged.

e Giving consideration of the Old Rec for wider informal recreation and wildlife

e An assessment of how the Parish Council could use money received from
development to prioritise and implement local initiatives such as those listed
in the Sutton Vision section of the Local Plan; and

e Encouragement of greater usage of the multi-use games area (MUGA).

e Working with the OWLPS project to provide interpretation board(s) and
leaflets.

Relevant paragraphs / sections of the NPPF
e Section 8: Promoting healthy communities
Relevant policies of the East Cambridgeshire Local Plan;

e Policy GROWTHG6: Community-led development;

e Policy EMP7: Tourist facilities and visitor attractions;
e Policy COM3: Retaining community facilities;

e Policy COM4: New community facilities.
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3.0

3.1

3.2

Suggested Vision and Objectives

Following a review of all of the key issues that were flagged by residents during the
course of consultation, as well as the direction of the policies of the NPPF and local
plan, | have considered them all together, including the way many of the topic areas
and specific issues interlock, and propose a vision and suite of objectives below that |
consider sets a clear agenda for the Plan. This suite is then intended to form the
basis of further discussion between the members of the Steering Group and may
well be amended to suit.

The proposed vision and objectives is as follows:

VISION: Sutton should be a Parish where its unique character is appreciated and
cherished, the quality of the environment is maintained and continues to improve,
the opportunities presented to all, young and old, to live and prosper continue to
be enhanced and the life lead by its residents remains a healthy and happy one.

Objective 1: All new development should be focussed on the way it can best meet
the needs of the residents of the Parish, young and old;

Objective 2: New housing should be delivered in a way that ensures it is supported
by essential community infrastructure and that ensures the character of the village,
in particular the central core and conservation area, is retained and, wherever
possible, enhanced;

Objective 3: Existing shops, services and community infrastructure should be
protected and supported by the policies of the Plan to ensure that Sutton remains a
thriving and fully inclusive rural community;

Objective 4: The retention, provision and productive use of open space and leisure
facilities in and around the village should be secured wherever reasonably possible;

Objective 5: The important habitats and natural assets of the Parish should be
protected and strengthened and, where appropriate, opportunities for their
enjoyment by residents should be enhanced;

Objective 6: Small businesses and the opportunities provided to the local workforce
should be supported and strengthened through a positive approach to rural
diversification and enterprise;

Objective 7 :All new development to be delivered in a way which facilitates
improvements for pedestrians and cyclists alongside adequate vehicular access and
where possible promotes public transport links.
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33 As stated, this is not intended to present the finished article — more a basis upon
which to proceed and potentially consult. The objectives of any Plan should be
focussed enough to yield consistent and complementary policies yet broad enough
to allow a range of options to be explored when identifying ways to overcome the
more detailed issues to be tackled by the Plan. Most importantly, they should make
it clear upon what basis the Parish Council intends to produce a Plan to meet the
needs of the community.

Appendix 1: Community feedback forms in full

Topic: Biodiversity and Natural Environment

Biodiversity is all around us and should be taken account of at all levels of planning for
our Parish. It is important to protect biodiversity in its own right. It is an important asset
for the local community and is a key element of local well-being. We should also be
planning to enhance and extend biodiversity.

Summary of returned responses:

Overall | Summary of responses (including an identification of the most
No of common responses)

written

replies

28 28 written responses with additional 30+ conversations with other

attendees over aspects of this topic

What Good to be able to buy locally produced food from stalls and new
respondent Like farm shop . Sutton was a strong fruit growing area , good to protect
about this topic : and make use of remaining and new apple/pear and plum orchards
In no particular
order The Ouse Washes NNR running from Earith up to Denver is much

appreciated by all respondents

Meadowland and hedgerows at east end of village, inside Station
road and including cricket field, old rec and adjacent meadows are
considered a really important asset for wildlife and the landscape
setting of the village. Together with Parkland to north of Station
Road this is a great area for wildlife close to the village. Noted that
Great Crested Newts have been identified in ponds in this area and
have a terrestrial range of 1 km from the area found.

Similarly meadows on either side of the road leading down to the
Washes are much liked.

Proposals for a nature reserve and green space recreation area on
the Old Rec were presented by village Conservation Society and
commented on very favourably.

Many fascinated by species list made available of birds, butterflies,
moths, dragon flies , wild flowers and particular insects recorded in
the village.
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Garden birds in Sutton gardens are fed ( and counted) by many in
RSPB garden bird surveys.

Many enjoy growing our own vegetables and nurturing wildlife in
their gardens.

The history of the village’s development are an important part of
why several like living in Sutton . Pride of place and a sense of
identity.

Network of footpaths is an important resource for village. Several
respondents asked could could more be done to link them up and
promote healthy walking, cycling and exercise.

The Churchyard was seen as a wonderful habitat for wildlife by
some. Tidiness does not always encourage biodiversity. This applies
equally to gardens.

What
respondent
DON’'T Like

about this topic :

In no particular
order

Lack of mature trees and hedges in centre of village and along high
street.

New buildings do not appear designed to encourage/accommodate
wildlife. Bat boxes, swallows/swift boxes , hedgehog links through
fences were all mentioned as desirable but seldom provided or
thought of.

Too many lorries coming through village. ( >> Transport topic)

Largely barren agricultural landscapes beyond meadows
immediately close to village, drains,ditches and droves however do
provide some habitat for wildlife.

Spray drift of agrichemicals from farmland was mentioned by some
respondents as a worry.

Additional concerns over effect of certain insecticides on bee
populations.

The Straw burning plant has no way of recycling surplus spent heat
other than by radiating it back out into the atmosphere. Could there
be a method of routing this back towards domestic housing being
built in the village, it seems an awful waste of energy.

What
respondent
considered most
important about
this topic :

Righting the dislikes above must have importance and where
appropriate included in the Neighbourhood plan process.
However it is acknowledged that “appropriate” is a difficult
hurdle and building “consensus” on what is the most
important thing to do another.

However
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Protection and where appropriate enhancing the NNR Ouse Washes
and its surroundings are very important to most respondents. Some
Would like to see more interpretation and access, other prefer its
wildness and its lack of a “honey pot” approach that would attract
more visitors. So any encouragement to increase access needs
careful consideration.

Can Meadowland and hedges on village edge need protection from
building

Can we really get something done now about creating a wildlife area
on the old Rec

Can the encouragement to grow food ,vegetables and fruit, and
buying locally sourced vegetables be included in the Neighbourhood
plan

Encouraging wildlife into our gardens and the gardens of newly
developed houses is considered important.

How should we
protect what we
have:

Suggestion to know more what we have.................. so with several
ecologists in the village now, to update species list for birds,
mammals, insects, butterflies and moths etc. Wildlife identification
as evening classes? Perhaps publishing existing list of species could
be considered?

Suggestion to extend Sutton Conservation Area boundary to include
for meadows and cricket field and recreation ground at East end of
village. The implications of this need to be fully understood but it
would do much to raise the profile and importance of biodiversity
close to the village.

What do we
need to get done
on this topic ?

Masterplanning of major new development should include for
biodiversity audit of proposals for landscaping and protecting and
linking of existing wildlife features and incorporation of innovative
energy saving proposals to ensure carbon neutral designs of new
dwellings .

Extension to Conservation Area ( see above)

As part of this to consider having a new plan produced to create a
wildlife /recreation area on the old Rec site and involve kids and
adults from across the village to contribute to plan and its
implementation and looking after. Sustaining these inputs is
challenging.

Could more wild flower areas be established across the village
particularly in gardens and on green spaces.
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General
comments:

Sutton has a Conservation Society which has been very active over
many years. It was mentioned by several respondents that many
members are now are getting older and they would like to attract a
new generation of volunteers to reinvigorate their activities in
protecting wildlife and promoting the history and the wildlife of the
village.

Could the Conservation Society benefit from the 5p per bag levy
being made on all shoppers at One Stop?

Could the Primary School use the development of green space of
the village as an open air class room?

Additional
feedback gained
during session
(verbal)

n/a

Verbal comments included many conversations over matters of
interest to attendees which are reflected in the Likes /Dislikes
above.

One them in conversation that came up from a number of
respondents was that “Biodiversity and concepts surrounding
Sustainability cross over between Topics , particularly ..... the Built
environment, Sport Recreation and Leisure and Transport “

A long list of aspects of this topic discussed by respondents included
the following :

Could we buy more locally produced food? Several
respondents commented favourably on the recent
opening of the Farm Shop on the Americas.

There are 1600 households in Sutton. Can we do more
Gardening with and for Wildlife ?

Can we grow more of our own food in our gardens?
The history of Sutton and its surrounding landscape is
important and gives resident a sense of belonging and
pride of place? E.g Sutton Brooch and history of
drainage and Washlands, Listed Buildings, Church etc
We have many Garden Bird varieties in the village is
there a register and can gardeners be encouraged to
feed the birds? But can cat owners be persuaded to fit
bells to their necks........

Can more be done to encourage wildlife in and around
all new development?

Can new building design help save energy?

Could surplus energy from Straw burning plant be
better used

Many enjoyed walking around Sutton Could a Parish
map be produced which would include for non-
designated footpaths and points of historic and wildlife
interest to be noted.
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Many visit and appreciated our National Nature
Reserve at Ouse Washes but surprisingly few realised
its international importance. Several were aware of the
proposals for extension of the Washlands and generally
were supportive.

Many were aware of the local nature reserve at
Stankers Pond ( on Station Road)

Many were aware of the long standing proposal to
create new nature reserve access area on the 8 acres of
the old Rec and were very supportive of this proposal.
Could more be done to encourage all the bee varieties
and butterflies. Is there a list of bee varieties found in
the Parish?

The danger of insecticides to the honey bee population
was very real and large areas of Oil Seed Rape are
grown on farmland in the area.

A question was asked.......How many species of butterfly
have been spotted in Sutton?

Could local farmers be encouraged to do more for
wildlife?

Can more hedges and trees be planted in and around
the village and on farmland outside of the village?
Could more protection be afforded to mature trees in
the village. It was noted that old trees played host to
woodpeckers alongside Station Road.

Could more ponds be established in gardens and green
spaces to encourage biodiversity?

Comments received on the number of dragonflies seen
in the village this year? Which varieties?

One respondent asked could more be done to
encourage local school children to study, understand
and respect the wildlife surrounding their village?
Several respondents commented on could more wild
flower areas be established on verges and beside green
spaces in the village?

Several respondents commented on seeing bats in the
village? Could more bat boxes be put up to encourage
them? Which bat species were seen?

A number of respondents felt that the most important
areas for wildlife in the immediate village were the old
Meadows at both west and east end of the village and
remnants of old orchards in the village . Protection of
these was important to include in the Neighbourhood
plan.

A number of respondents commented on sight and
sound of some of the rarer species of bird in the village
(and not just on the NNR)........... woodpeckers, owls and
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birds of prey ( inc. Red Kite and Goshawk), kingfisher .
Essential to maintain diversity of habitats to protect
these, because “they enrich our lives “.

The list of native mammals seen in Sutton is extensive.
Hedgehogs, badgers, weasels, foxes, deer..................
And the seal down on the Ouse Washes and the hint of
the return of Otters to Sutton was reported!

Many respondents commented on the date they see the
first swallows, swifts and house martins in the sky
above the village, and they also record the dates when
these summer migrants fly off in the autumn. Again an
enriching experience for residents of Sutton. Could more
boxes be put up for nesting, as modern construction
doesn’t encourage nesting.

Also noted was the arrival of Little Egrets on the
Washes And winter migrant Swans and Peewits?
Respondents who visited the NNR commented on the
plans for its extension to be constructed over the next
few years and the exciting prospect for wild birds such
as BarTailed Godwit? Perhaps the return of the
booming Bittern to Sutton? One respondent had heard
a Nightingale on the Rec in 2014?

Summary and potential action points:

Overall summary
of the session:

(were people enthusiastic around the topic, cynical, well informed on the
issues, and what was the overall feel for what the plan should investigate?)

A lot of useful discussion, some well informed, most well intentioned.

The overall feel would suggest to me that the villagers present would like to
see biodiversity given a higher profile in planning for their Neighbourhood.

Potential
objectives:

(it would be good if the group leaders could potentially attempt to draft an
objective or objectives around their topic that | can use as the basis for the
draft suite)

Obj 1 Ensure sustainable construction is a fundamental in the design of new
building development in the village .That Integration of wildlife protection
and enhancement is included as an integral part in the overall design process
together with a desire to see new building being carbon neutral and very
energy efficient. .

Obj 2. Commission further survey work to keep records of wildlife in the
village. To make this available on Parish website and to local schools.
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Obj 3. Extend boundary of Conservation area to include and join the Parkland
to cricket field, old meadows and Old Rec

Obj 4 Create after full consultation and community involvement a new nature
reserve/recreation area on the Old Rec

Obj 5 To commission( from volunteers ?) a footpath and recreational walking
survey across the parish , look to extend permissive path network and
produce a map for sale to promote .

Obj 6 To be involved in the provision of interpretation board(s) on the Ouse
Washes

Obj 6 Encourage the planting of more wildflower areas in appropriate green
spaces across the village and in gardens

Obj 6 To encourage membership of the villages Conservation Society and to
thereby gain more volunteer involvement, and promote gardening for
wildlife, local food production, and embed knowledge and understanding of
our villages heritage.

Topic: Housing and the built environment

‘This topic area covers a broad base of new housing in the village and the design and materials
that may be used when delivering new development of all kinds. Your views are sought on the
potential location, scale, mix and general appearance of new development in Sutton along with
the precise types of home or new building that may be required in both the village and wider
Parish’.

Summary of returned responses: 16 written responses in total

No of replies | Summary of responses (including an identification of the most
common responses)

Likes: 13 Six people specifically raised the variety of building styles in
the

village, including some innovative designs as a preference.
Four people placed high value on the character of the village’s
conservation area

Three people liked the fact that the village contains a good mix
of house types and tenure, including small homes for first time
buyers

Three people value the village feel of Sutton
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One respondent raised the point that many areas of housing
are interspersed with green areas

One respondent raised the point that many houses benefit
from lovely, large gardens

One person raised the West Lodge development as an
example of good design

Dislikes:

14

Six people mentioned the loss of open spaces, garden land and
increasingly dense development pattern within village confines
One person stated badly designed buildings within the village
Four people dislike areas where there is plain and uniform
design, largely outside the conservation area

Three people cited the lack of emphasis on environmentally
friendly design

One person dislikes the lack of smaller homes for first time
buyers and downsizing

One person thinks that there are too many large properties
One person dislikes detached garages in blocks unrelated to
the property that they serve

One person feels that too many houses have been built
already

One person considers that there are too many affordable
houses

However, one person feels that there are too few affordable
houses

One person mentioned that there are too many restrictions on
development locally

Most important:

16

Seven people consider that new housing should be provided to
meet all needs, young and old

Five people would like to see the avoidance of piecemeal
infilling

Five people would like to ensure that new homes are delivered
alongside supporting facilities and amenities

Four people would like to see a well thought out coordinated
housing development for the village

Two people would like to see energy efficient design and build
One person placed importance on the ability to own your own
home

One person feels that new homes should be located close to
shops, services and the school

One person would like to stop new homes being built

One person feels that ensuring new homes are in keeping with
the character of the village is most important

One person placed most importance on the protection of the
conservation area and listed buildings

How should we
protect what we
have:

10

Three people would like to see a neighbourhood plan with
effective policies

One person thinks that the plan should maintain green areas
within the village
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One person thinks that the plan should major on the
conservation of the village core

One person feels that the plan should safeguard against poor
quality development

One person would like to stop building new homes

One person would like to see clear design guidance for areas
outside the conservation area

One person would like to concentrate new housing
development to the north of the village as part of a properly
coordinated development

One person would like the Parish Council to pursue the
extension of the conservation area to include surrounding
green spaces

Needs:

11

Four people feel that needs can best be met through a
masterplan for the north of the village to include a mix of
housing and amenities

Four people stated a need for properties for downsizing

Four people identified a need for smaller starter homes and
affordable housing

Two people stated that housing needs to be provided for
young and old

One person stated a need for more sheltered accommodation
One person feels that a fresh housing needs survey is required
to gain an accurate picture of needs

One person feels that the village does not need more homes

General
comments:

Two people specifically feel that too many spaces within the
village are being lost

Two people feel that a masterplan for the land north of the
village will help meet a wide variety of local needs in a
coordinated fashion

One person thinks that too few parking spaces are generally
provided for new development

One person considers that the delivery of a mix of homes for a
mix of households is key

One person pointed out that the maintenance of public spaces
helps preserve character

One person feels that the village is too large already

Additional
feedback gained
during session
(verbal)

c. around 20
separate
conversations
(some may
duplicate
written
responses)

Specific comments

Two people mentioned lack of affordable properties

Three people mentioned that self-build opportunities would
be of value

One person mentioned that land off Link Lane would be
appropriate for development

14 people voiced clear support for the further extension of the
allocated site to the north (it should be noted that four of
these people held an admitted pecuniary interest in the land
as either landowner or promoter)
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In addition, three of the 10 identified above (without a
pecuniary interest) felt that the NP is an ideal opportunity to
work up a coordinated masterplan for the north.

Two additional people supported the development of
unspecified land outside the settlement boundary

(Combined, 16 people in total supported development outside
the settlement boundary, not necessarily on land to the north)
Four people felt that all new development should be kept
within the existing settlement boundary

Six people mentioned that continual infilling is damaging the
character of the village

One person raised the need for additional sheltered housing
One person mentioned that the potential exists to relocate the
Rec and develop the current site

One person mentioned that the development at Darby’s Yard
is high density and out of character with the village

One person mentioned that the development at Saffron Piece,
St Andrews Close and York Road do not represent good design
High density development was once again mentioned as a
negative influence

Summary and pot

ential action points:

Overall
summary of the
session:

The general view of the village seems to be positive towards growth. Few, if
any, questioned why growth was needed during open discussions (only one
respondent). Instead, the majority of respondents sought to discuss how it
could be sensitively delivered. There tends to be a strong preference towards
growth away from the village core to protect against infilling and increased
densities that may further erode the character of Sutton. There appears to be
strong support for any necessary development to be delivered in a coordinated
fashion that helps deliver new facilities and strengthen existing ones. The
extension of the land to the north appears to carry quite vocal support locally
and many respondents were able to see the value in producing a coordinated
masterplan that helps provide additional open space and sporting facilities, as
well as drawing development and traffic away from the heart of the village.

This impression seems to be repeated in many of the written comments. Some
of the most consistent comments revolve around restricting infilling and
looking at a more holistic and coordinated approach to development that helps
maintain the character of the heart of the village.

In addition there are numerous comments about the types of properties that
are required — specifically a number of respondents raise the need for smaller
properties for old and young and affordable homes to aid mobility in the
market.

Potential
objectives:

Objective: The plan will seek to ensure that a range of housing is delivered in

the village to meet the needs of the young, the elderly and those with varying
levels of income.

Objective: The plan will provide a framework of policies that will preserve the
character of Sutton and ensure that development is delivered in a way that is
sensitive to what makes the village special.
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Topic: Local services and amenities

Summary of returned responses:

Likes:

19

Recreation areas

Good bus service

Indian restaurant good, chippy adequate

Doctors

Convenience store

Doctor’s

Chemist

Shops

Surrounded by fields / footpaths

Very good facilities for local groups

The surgery

Great to see St Andrew’s Church used for such a wide range of
activities, services, [___] to the beer festival! We're lucky enough to
have all the basic shops and facilities in Sutton, especially school.
Doctors and convenience shop. Great new farm shop too!

The amount of clubs

Allotments

School in the village

Doctors available when needed

Hairdresser’s and deli

Mobile library

GPs in village

Recreation areas — open space to walk, play and meet up, picnic
areas

Being able to purchase essentials such as milk, a newspaper, fresh
fruit and veg in the village

Provision of many amenities eg post office, food shop, pharmacy,
doctors, bus service

The people! Mostly!

Having a doctors and pharmacy and local meeting places within the
village

Diversity of shops, can get most things and survive for a week at a
price

Grocer shop, farm shop, social pub, adequate post office (substitute
for banks)

The provision of a GP surgery and pharmacy at the centre of the
village is a great advantage, and it is also important to retain a post
office

Dislikes:

16

Lack of wooded areas

Lack of shops

Lack of public building eg only one pub

Too much traffic

Chequers

Poor bus service

Lack of public open space — dog walking [___]
The shop is cramped

Miss the butchers! Drs does seem at capacity
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The lack of use re the MUGA

Takeaways not good.

No family pub.

Bus service is poor

Unacceptable time it takes to arrange a GP appointment within
village

No wooded areas in the village and surroundings

Multinationals! However, One-Stop owned by Tesco provides

No library

Public transport seems to concentrate on going to Cambridge, what
about St lves and Huntingdon? Speeding of larger vehicles along
Bury Lane

Bank closures, unsociable pub

It is disappointing that it is necessary to go outside the village, to
Haddenham for example, to buy decent meat and bread, which was
not the case 40 years ago

Most important: | 14 Open space
Play areas for children and more for teenagers
Pressure on services
Lack of shops, restaurants and facilities in such a large village
Lack of a community pub
Would like a pub or for the Chequers to be more focused for young
adults not just an old men’s pub. | am 18 and would love to go for a
nice drink at a pub.
Provision of local services for elderly and mums at home with
children. Also need to encourage people out at work all day / all
week to have opportunity to engage within community. Ensure
doctor’s surgery stays in the village, and chemist. Ensure adequate
school facilities 3-18.
Medical services
Keeping our existing facilities, recognising that some voluntary
services eg Nellie’s Café play an important role, bringing people
together
Maintaining and promoting what we have so we don’t lose it.
Encouraging more local service to come to the village. Maintain good
links with primary school
Time
Open space
Facilities open and available to all for use at any time. Village
residents and visiting friends and family
Hearing people’s opinions
Diversity of shops

How should we 17 Better use of old recreation ground

protect what we
have:

Lessen the amount of vandalism

More maintenance

Need those facilities we have to improve service and facilities to
encourage more use

Encourage, promote use

By using them

Issue of public funding cuts

Make sure people use them
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Ask those that run them what support they need ... a Sutton services
/ chamber network perhaps?

Control the kids. More families with children to be active to use the
facilities available

Value what we have and see its importance to the community
Ensure that small shops etc are allowed to thrive. The Deli is a great
example of local business people asking what the village wanted,
listening and providing what has so far been a successful shop/café
for villagers and visitors alike

By using them!

Protect the pub! Our local councils must not allow change of use if
the present landlord ever leaves, so a new landlord or if necessary a
community management group can maintain it as a village pub

Use what we have and request what we’d like to have here

Use it

Support shops especially local deli

Needs:

16

Community shop, share of produce from allotments and vegetable
gardens

More play areas

Less building of estates

New pub management

New shop management

Build shop facilities in the north of village to rent out

If there is to be new development eg north of village, ensure
adequate school, medical facilities. We need more space for burials.
More POs and facilities for children

Encourage more services (shops etc)

Continue to support local initiatives eg farm shop, Nellie’s etc

To encourage the community to help with activities

Improve allotments for all

Expansions of the numbers of GPs within village, little point in
building more houses if health provision in unavailable when needed
A community shop would be an excellent local service.

The loss of the library was very unfortunate

Link with biodiversity. Suitable low key ‘improvements’ to the
recreation ground. Make use of concrete base in some way.
Adventure playground / activity trail

Encourage new services eg pop up shops and services for short
time?

Should Sutton have a museum? Not a new building or full museum
(too expensive) but eg a display and storage area in The Glebe
Maintain and protect what we have and promote new ventures. All
of which enhances the benefits of living in a small community rather
than a town

General
comments:

The old rec is used as a dog toilet: do something with it and ban dogs
The footpath to Sutton Gault is very good. More footpaths and cycle
routes would be excellent

Pub: should the village’s only pub be vacated it is essential in my
view that it does not close or lose its essential ‘local’ character. It
needs to be more inclusive of all members of the village and possibly
run as a community pub
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Have a positive but practical attitude to ideas
Additional Proximity of eg play areas to housing, children to farms, is a problem
feedback gained Desperate shortage of children’s football pitches to meet huge
during session demand
(verbal) More space needed for burials

Summary and potential action points:

Overall summary | A diverse topic with blurred lines (services / businesses; facilities / sports) —

of the session: lots of positive feeling for good facilities and shared concern about failing ones
Potential 1. Retain essential health facilities (GP, pharmacy) in the village
objectives: 2. Retain essential retail

3. Protect existing (mobile) library provision and find new ways to
provide library services

4. Protect the last pub in the village including considering ‘community
pub’ arrangement

5. Ensure additional cemetery / burial space, possibly in new
development north of the village

6. Develop facilities for children, including football pitches, in
appropriate locations

7. Develop woodland

Topic: Business, Retail and Local Employment

Total No of Summary of responses (including an identification of the most common
replies responses)

16

Likes: e That there are a lot of small businesses in Sutton.

e Particularly like the One Stop, Hairdressers, Deli, Pharmacy and the
new Farm shop.

e People being able to work from home and businesses already in the
area so that it’s not dead during the day.

e The community aspect of local clubs like the British Legion, the
Conservative Club.

e That we have some employment

e Being able to shop locally rather than travel by car to Ely.

e That we do have some businesses in Sutton.

e Local employment possibilities and provision

o Like the GP, Post Office and the 3 shops that we have

e There are a good variety of shops

Dislikes: e The lack of atmosphere and welcome at the Chequers pub
The internet speed has improved but is still unreliable

No family friendly pub, Takeaways are not great. Very limited shops
Narrow attitudes to local business.

That some companies and shops have gone over the years.

e Shame Elean Business Park is still half empty.

e Not having a local Butchers.

e lLack of choice for local shoppers.

e Parking in the High Street can be an issue.

e Any business which will impact on the environment.

e lLack of other small supermarket style shops within the village.

Most important: e |nvestment and more businesses should be encouraged.
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Speak to the businesses and ask them what they want i.e. a business
event?

If we are to expand housing within the village then employment and
infrastructure needs developing.

An improvement to the Internet/broadband speed.

Try to provide employment opportunities for local people and so
reduce congestion of “worker” traffic on roads

Identifying the needs of villagers.

Trying to keep and build Sutton as a community where people can
work as well as live. The village cannot just become a dormitory village
for Ely, Cambridge and London.

The local shops provide employment and are very good for people who
cannot drive.

Local employment opportunities for a wide range of people local to
Sutton (inc. Ely)

Provision of a range of job types i.e. hours/responsibilities/pay levels
Careful planning and consultation.

How should we
protect what we
have:

Promote and engage with the local businesses.

Business links with the colleges, work experience opportunity for cross
fertilisation.

Encourage shops of a nature that will fulfil the needs of the residents
of Sutton

The small businesses operating from residential addresses should be
encouraged to move onto the industrial units on the outskirts.

Better transport links so that young people are able to travel to work
experience programme.

Local clubs to all work together at community events

Encourage local businesses to grow at Elean and Three Pillars Business
Park.

Improve the quality of what we already have.

We should use what we have to support and protect it.

Would like to see companies that can employ local people.

Affordable rent and rates.

More opportunities to buy food locally, including from farm shops e.g.
fish, vegetables, meat, eggs etc.

By providing infrastructure for superfast broadband and starter units,
business incubators to encourage entrepreneurs and start ups
Encouraging use of the local shops.

Encourage small businesses within the village as they provide training
and employment for young people e.g. Ecoinstallers very good
example of local people expanding a business. Also provides reliable
engineers

for village to use.

Needs:

Encourage people to use local shops

A full time nursery that operates all year, not just during term time
providing infrastructure for superfast broadband and starter units,
business incubators to encourage entrepreneurs and start-ups.
Expand locations for businesses on Elean Business Park, as this will not
necessarily significantly increase traffic through the village as easy to
reach on foot or by bike.
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e Some limited expansion of businesses on 3 Pillars.

More stores.

Easy accessibility to business parks.

Change the takeaway shops to ones of better standard.

Local convenience stores run by local people, selling local produce.

e Aformal work experience programme for young people.

e Smaller business units like those at Sedgeway Park.

e Closer links between schools and businesses.

e Opportunities for apprenticeships and work experience for young
people.

General
comments:

e Great believer in equality, what are the opportunities for the older
members of the community?

e Volunteers tend to be older, young people should be encouraged to be
more involved in the community.

e Businesses should certainly be welcomed in the village. Sutton is
fortunate to have the Elean Business Park for heavier industries.
Within the village itself consideration must be given to noise and traffic
pollution engendered by any proposed business.

e |t would be ideal, given our proximity to Cambridge, if technology
businesses could be encouraged to set up in the village. This should
bring increased prosperity and could perhaps attract more retail shops.

Additional
feedback gained
during session
(verbal)

n/a

(this can duplicate comments included above but should be separated out to
ensure that the audit trail of written comments remains separate)

Summary and
potential action
points:

e Engage with the local businesses in the formation of any
Neighbourhood or Local Plan as they are a key factor to the future
prosperity of the village.

e Collate a directory of all the businesses in Sutton, to include the SIC
and Planning Use code and include in the Neighbourhood Plan.

e Include policies in line with the Local Plan to encourage business
formation, advertise services and employment opportunities to
encourage support from within the community

e Forge closer relationships with the schools/colleges in the area and
encourage communication between those and the businesses to create
work experience opportunities/apprenticeships.

e Develop a closer relationship with East Cambs Economic Development
team so that businesses are aware of all the vital support that is
available to them.

e Could surplus energy from the straw burning plant be used for heating
in Sutton?

e Could the Parish produce a local business directory to promote local
businesses meeting local needs?

Overall
summary of the
session:

e All the people | spoke with were extremely supportive of local business
and happy to see the businesses flourish.

e Everybody was well informed of which businesses exist at the moment
and of how Sutton was historically the home for many more
businesses.
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People were enthusiastic to see further businesses created, evolve and
become successful creating potential opportunities for the local
people.

There is definitely a desire to engage more closely with the local
businesses. People recognise their importance now to the economy of
the village and to the economic future of Sutton.

Potential
objectives:

Topic: Sport, Recreation and Leisure

Summary of returned responses: 40

Likes:

35

Fourteen responses from the cricket committee focused on the fact
that they all favoured the competition, including both genders and
two sports (rounders/cricket); eleven responses included walking
(some identified as dog walking and walking in areas such as the
village and gault); open spaces and football both were represented by
four individuals responses; two responses were identified in the areas
of liking the Old Rec, having fitness classes/trim trail and
organised/structured play park areas. One response in each area:
Fishing, cycling, park, outdoor all weather court (sporting use) and the
scout hut.

Dislikes:

33

Most disliked responses (16) included expensive cost of hire/and cost
and hire of maintenance; areas which encourage vandalism (17);
security of cricket grounds (14) and under usage of all-weather courts
(14); anti-social behaviour (including dog mess) (6) and a lack of play
equipment in organised play parks for a range of age groups (3); lack
of walking areas/footpaths (2), lack of playing fields (2) and lack of
access to activities for young people (2); one response each for litter,
selfish users, church bells are loud/nuisance and football oriented
village.

Most important:

32

The highest response (16) identified that reviewing the importance of
building and location of a skate park; another important factor was to
foster community spirit and a sense of belonging in the village (15); a
similarly important note was to liaise with local schools (primary,
secondary) (14); next important was that activities need to be
provided for varying age groups (6); three responses for a lack of use
of existing facilities and provision of facilities and clubs to enable
exercise/sport (Trim trail); two responses for providing green and wild
spaces and a full analysis of existing facilities; one response each for
use of funding and considering all age groups as well as having
facilities spread throughout village.

How should we
protect what we
have:

31

Highest response was to provide long term protection against
development of recreational facilities and open spaces (16); provide
and increase routine maintenance (6); improve security using
lights/monitoring (prevent vandalism)(3); increase usage of existing
facilities (2) and have children involved in developing facilities to
prevent anti-social behaviour (1).

Needs:

31

Highest response was to improve the all-weather court usage/revenue
to be used for more sports (17); second highest response was to place
the scout hut in a more central location (16); an increase and
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improvement in walking areas/footpaths around village (3) and
improved park equipment in playgrounds, for all ages (incl adventure)
(3); two responses each for skate park, badminton and tennis; one
response each for orienteering, geo-caching facilities, golf, dog
walking fields, more football fields, greater use of school facilities,
publicise and review financial implications of parish council budget,
transport between villages/towns, and one cross over to Biodiversity
heading — use the extension of the Conservation area for a community

orchard
General 9 Review how facilities and venues/locations are financed (x2)
comments: More dog bins
Do we need another play park?
More things added to the Old Rec?
Compliment what we have and encourage increased usage of venues.
Designated dog area?
Concerns that skate park will attract wrong type of children and cause
anti-social behaviour.
Housing developer’s finance the development of infrastructure in the
community.
Amenities topic — increased access for cash withdrawals
Additional n/a Emphasis in most conversations was on the use and development of

feedback gained
during session
(verbal)

both playing fields and existing facilities.

Walking paths around Sutton Gault were discussed at length with a
number of individuals; however, this was not specifically identified in
their questionnaires.

Many individuals discussed the issue with drainage on football playing
fields (mostly football oriented groups) and at the Old Rec and how
this has prevented development of recreation/sport facilities in this
area.

Summary and potential action points:

Overall summary
of the session:

People were very enthusiastic and overall, informed of the issues which are
apparent in the sport, recreation and leisure topic. There was a lack of
knowledge about the scout hut and where it was located, with a range of
these individuals having been in the village for varying amounts of time.

Lack of facilities and clubs (inclusive of cost of hiring facilities) for female users
for example, individuals stated tennis, netball, badminton, rounders and
uniform groups (scouts) and for older children (13+).

Analyse significantly the usage of all facilities prior to making a decision on any
future development (at various locations) and decisions to be made on a skate
park or more development of play parks and grounds; with most people
concerned with location of said skate park.

There were a significant number of individuals who were interested in general
recreational walking, dog walking and being outdoors, and having the paths
and areas to use in and around the village to access footpaths further afield.

Potential
objectives:

The long term benefit of the use of current facilities if further developed and
capitalise on what can be offered by the community already; ensure that
facilities which are provided are that which can be multi-use, for example,
expanding and enhancing the multi-use games area (MUGA) to promote users
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of the venue for example school children and sports/recreation clubs
(revenue).

Financial implications to any project, current or developing.
Cost —benefit analysis — completed by the Sport and Rec working party.

Form a steering group to analyse what facilities and clubs are established in
Sutton and how they are being used and the cost effectiveness of each
facility/venue. Provide community another opportunity to give opinions on
development of the current facilities and clubs, with an aim to develop for
long term use and development.

Topic: Traffic & Transport

Summary of returned responses: 31 in total

Likes: 5 New cycle link to the east (into Ely)

Bus links

Excellent footpath to the Gault

Most amenities within walking distance

Community transport

Proposals for crossing points at West Lodge and Bellairs
Rural character

Unlimited parking with the village
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Dislikes:

[ERY
Vo]

Heavy lorries through the village

Speeding through the village

Poor public transport

Speeding on The America

Traffic and parking on blind bend in High Street by pharmacy
Lack of off road parking, particularly Windmill Walk
Inconsiderate parking

1

'S

Most
important:

Heavy lorries through the village
Speeding through the village

Public transport

New housing estate

Street lighting

Lack of pedestrian crossings

Footpath on south side of The America
Safety for children

How
should we
protect
what we
have:

More maintenance
More traffic management to slow traffic
Protect the High Street from rat-running and through traffic
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Needs: 16 Weigh limit/restriction for lorries
4 Bypass from Mepal Road towards Earith
3 A link to the guided bus at Longstanton
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3 Safer way to join cycleway leaving the village, e.g. footpath/cyclepath

3 on south side of Ely Rd

2 Retaining the bus service

2 20mph limit on the High Street

3 Improve safety for pedestrians along The Brook to the school

2 Re-instate the railway

2 Enforcement of speed limits

1 Improving reliability of bus service

1 Adequate off road parking for new builds

1 Evening bus services

1 New cycle link to the east towards Chatteris

1 Car sharing scheme (coordinated by the Parish council?)

1 Survey for footpath use and look for improvements

1 Interpretation board needed at the Gault

1 Traffic calming along the High Street

1 More footpaths

1 Restrict parking along The Row to one side only

1 Improved pedestrian crossings

A bridge from Sutton to Mepal over the A142 for pedestrian and cycle
1 access
Traffic management on The Brook
General
comments:
Additional | n/a All key feedback is already captured above
feedback
gained Some issues are ones the Parish Council is already looking to progress:
during 1. Further traffic management measures to address speeding
session 2. Working with neighbouring parishes to try to get a TRO to restrict
(verbal) HGVs
3. Improving pedestrian crossing points on the roads through the
village
Summary and potential action points:
Overall People were very keen to get engaged in the topic, many similar views (as can be
summary seen above). Some frustration, for example with the lack of a bypass (discussed
of the many years ago but which most realise is unlikely to happen).
session:
Potential Some suggestions for objectives:
objectives: 1. Improve quality of life and safety by addressing speeding in the village and
through the restriction of heavy lorries
2. Improve facilities for pedestrians, especially children, and for cycles
3. Retain and see to improve public transport
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